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world. However, democratic institutions presuppose a population suffi-
ciently advanced to take an intelligent part in the government, and
sufficiently interested to carry out their duties as citizens. In Europe
such a population is largely limited to the northwest and the center,
and consequently it has been within those areas that such institutions
have been most used and most successful.

Socialism is a political-economic philosophy which originated in
Germany, and its greatest application has been among the industrial
states of western Europe. While it is probable that a complete program
of socialism has never been put into practice in any European country,
with the possible exception of Russia, it has a large following in all the
industrial sections of the continent. During the twentieth century this
doctrine has also spread widely throughout other sections of the world.

Communism is another political-economic philosophy which has
received wide attention. It is also most applicable to- highly indus-
trialized states, and consequently it is surprising to find its first large-
scale application in agricultural Russia.

Another evidence of the diffusion of European political ideas is the
spread of European systems of law. Today the legal system of prac-
tically every progressive people in the world is based either on Roman
law or on the Knglish common law. Vesting the executive power in a
cabinet responsible to a legislative body is another European institution
which is in wide use. These and many other political institutions are the
result of European thought and political philosophy, and again illus-
trate the activity of that continent.

PRESENT   POLITICAL  PROBLEMS

The World War brought to Europe profound changes, the extent
of which are yet to be fully appreciated. The destruction of physical
wealth, the exhaustion of circulating capital, the tremendous debts
incurred, and the disorganization of markets and productive agencies
created economic problems which will confront the peoples of the
continent for generations. Social changes also took place. Old concepts
were abandoned, and society was pervaded with new ideas, which in
some cases were anarchistic and in others constructive, but which in
nearly all cases marked a decided change from what had gone before.
The political changes were no less revolutionary, and the problems to
which they gave rise will serve as a constant menace to European peace
until they are solved.

Certain problems such as those concerned with inter-Allied debts,